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Do you drink coffee? These days, more and more coffee shops are serving coffee in paper cups. The paper cup is useful when
you want to take out a cup of coffee, but some shops serve coffee in a paper cup even when you want to drink it in the shop.

As a result, many paper cups become waste after use. (@ ), about 58 *billion paper cups are thrown away, not recycled,
in the United States every year. ( @ ), 20 million trees are cut down, and about 45.4 billion liters of water is used to
*manufacture these paper cups. It is also said that we could power 53,000 homes with the energy we spend through our paper
cup use. *The World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) says the amount of water used in the process of creating one single cup of
*café latte is more than 200 liters.

In order to reduce the amount of wasted paper cups, a global competition called the Betacup Challenge was held in 2010.
Various ideas were entered. Some of them were related to the materials of the coffee cups, because using a more nature-friendly
material can make paper cups better for the environment. Other ideas encouraged people to use reusable cups rather than
paper cups by some form of point cards or *rewards. Yet others proposed new designs of portable cups, which are more
convenient to carry around. These ideas were wonderful, but the one that got the *jury prize was very simple but unique — all
it needs is a blackboard.

The winning idea says, “A shared problem. A shared reward.” It is like sharing one big point card with everyone who comes

to the coffee shop. If you buy a cup of coffee with your own cup, then you can put a check mark on the blackboard by the

*register. When the number of checks gets to 10, 20, or 30 and so on, then the tenth, twentieth, or thirtieth person who came to
the shop and bought a coffee without using a paper cup can get the coffee for free. This idea is friendly not only for the
environment, but also for the ( @ ) in the community.
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(A) The material of the cups should be more ( ).
(B) People should use ( ) cups.
(C) Portable cups should be more ( ) to carry around.
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On April 14, 2016 at 9:26 p.m., a level 7 earthquake hit the town of Mashikimachi in Kumamoto *Prefecture. This was the
strongest earthquake since the Great East Japan Earthquake of March 2011 and the first level 7 earthquake in Kyushu since the
country began keeping records. Over the next 24 hours, there were more than 200 earthquakes of level 1 or greater. Then 28
hours later, another level 7 earthquake hit Mashikimachi.

This is the first time in Japan that two level 7 earthquakes have hit an area *within a few days. The earthquakes damaged
many buildings. *Local governments asked *architects and volunteers to check the safety of about 47,000 buildings. The
results showed that about 28% of them were dangerous. This was about twice the *rates for buildings in the 2004 Chuetsu
Earthquake and the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake. The *actual number of buildings thought to be dangerous in
Kumamoto was about ( (D ), or about the same as the Great East Japan Earthquake.

In this earthquake, there were many *evacuees. On April 17, more than 180,000 people had to leave their homes. The
population of Kumamoto Prefecture is about 1,800,000, andso ( @ )in( @ ) people were evacuees. The reason was
not only that their homes were damaged, but also that there were about 1,400 earthquakes in a month. With so many
earthquakes, people could not feel safe at night in their homes.

Many people in Kumamoto are very afraid. We should imagine how it feels to lose our home or something important to us.
People who lose their homes get just a little money from the government. About 6 *billion yen in *donations was received from
around the world. Almost all of this money is given to the families of people who died or whose homes were damaged. This
money may help them, but it will take a long time for them to return to their old lives.
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People buy goods made in other countries every day. From clothes and electronic goods to vegetables and coffee, imported
products are everywhere. Where do these products come from? Many are imported from poor countries. The people who
make the goods are poor and hungry. Even if you pay a lot for something, the makers may only get a little money.

There is a system that is trying to change (1)this situation. It is called Fair Trade. With this system, people who make goods
in poor countries receive more money for the goods. The fair trade companies think about the health and social conditions of
these countries. They think, (2)“Hard-working people should have better lives.”

How does fair trade work? For example, some normal trading companies may pay only 6 yen for 100 grams of coffee. This is
not fair to the farmers who make the coffee. The fair trade companies may pay 18 to 24 yen for 100 grams of coffee.

In North America there is a trade organization called The Fair Trade Federation (FTF) which supports fair trade companies.
FTF provides education and even offers Christmas gifts on their Website. People who visit the FTF Website can learn about the
organization and shop online.

[ A ] butthey are usually better in quality. Now major companies are selling fair trade coffee. Shops in Tokyo sell fair
trade clothes and foods. If you buy fair trade products, (3)you can help make the world a fairer place.
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7 People buy goods from other countries every day.
4 There are imported products everywhere.
7 The people who make goods get only a little money for their products.
T You have to pay a lot of money for imported products.
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Fair trade products may be a little more expensive
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Fair trade products are mostly made in North America
7 You can buy fair trade products only on the FTF Website
T You cannot buy fair trade products in Japan
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What does Fair Trade try to do?
7" They try to get coffee for a lower price.
4 They try to help poor people who produce goods.
7 They try to make people work harder.
T They try to make better coffee.
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Mari : Are you planning to go home to the United States during the Christmas holiday?
Jack :[ A ] But flying there is too expensive. Idon’t have ( (O ) money.
Mari : That'stoobad. [ B 1]

Jack : Do you know how long it takes? It takes more than two weeks!

Mari :Really? [ C ] Soyoull have to stay in Japan then, won’t you?

Jack :Yes. [ D ]
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7 But I'd like to go home.
4 1 hoped to.
7 Why don’t you go there by ship?
T I didn’t know how long it takes.
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Jane : Hi, Mike. Are you going skiing this winter?

Mike : Yes. George and I are going during the Christmas holiday, Jane.

Jane :Isn’t Catherine going with you?

Mike : No she isn’t. Last year we went together but this winter she’s going with Andy.
Jane : Oh, I see. I was going to go skiing with my sister but she got sick. Can I join you?
Mike : Yes, of course. You’re more than welcome.

Jane : Thank you. I'm looking forward to Christmas vacation.
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Q: Who is Jane going skiing with, and why?
A: She because
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Who did Catherine go skiing with last winter?




